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APPROVED BY EA:WHGLEYSTEEN 
HA - MR. HILL 
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D - SOXMAN (SUBS) 
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EA/EP - MR. MCCONILLE (SUBS) 

USDA - MR. BUILT. RAN (SUBS) 

096392 210457Z/13 

P 210008Z JAN 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY SEOUL PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 016985 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID, KS, US 

SUBJECT: PL 480 AMENDMENT RELATING TO BASIC HUMAN NEEDS 

REF: SEOUL 522 

1 . YOU SHOULD TELL THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER THAT WE 
APPRECIATE THE PROBLEMS CAUSED FOR THE ROKG BY CERTAIN 
UNFORTUNATE AND INACCURATE PRESS STORIES WHICH HAVE 
APPEARED IN THE US. AND WE ARE ENCOURAGED THAT THE ROKG 
IS SEEKING A PROCEDURAL WAY TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM. 

2. YOU SHOULD ALSO TELL NAM THAT WHILE THE ROKG IS OF 
COURSE FREE TO SEND US ANY LETTER IT CHOOSES, THE PARTICU- 
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LAR LANGUAGE WHICH YOU AND THE DPM ARE PROPOSING (REFTEL) 

WOULD PUT US IN AN AWKWARD POSITION WERE WE ASKED TO 
APPROVE IT IN ADVANCE. WE BELIEVE A BETTER SOLUTION TO 
THE PROBLEM WOULD BE FOR YOU TO GIVE NAM, IN WRITING, 

ASSURANCES ALONG THE LINES OF THOSE CONTAINED IN A LETTER 

FROM THE ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO THE INDONESIAN 
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CHARGE DATED DECEMBER 22. RELEVANT PORTIONS OF THE LETTER 
ARE QUOTED BELOW. 

3. BEGIN QUOTE I CAN STATE AUTHORITATIVELY THAT PRESS 

REPORTS ON THIS SUBJECT HAVE BEEN INACCURATE IN SEVERAL 
RESPECTS. AND IN PARTICULAR WHERE THEY STATE THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE CONSIDERS THAT BY SIGNING A PL 480 
AGREEMENT WHICH REFLECTS NEW LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS A 
COUNTRY "ACKNOWLEDGES IN EFFECT THAT IT VIOLATES HUMAN 
RIGHTS" AND "IS ADMITTING THAT IT VIOLATES HUMAN RIGHTS" 

OBVIOUSLY, IN SIGNING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN OUR TWO 
GOVERNMENTS CONTAINING LANGUAGE ALONG THE LINES WHICH WE 
HAVE DISCUSSED THE(KOREAN)GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT BE 
ACKNOWLEDGING OR ADMITTING VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS. IT 
IS THE VIEW OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT THAT THE 
INCLUSION OF THIS LANGUAGE IS DESIGNED SOLELY TO INSURE 
THAT THE COMMODITIES PROVIDED OR THE PROCEEDS FROM THEIR 
SALE BENEFIT NEEDY PEOPLE IN ORDER TO OBVIATE ANY POTEN- 
TIAL QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE AGREEMENT COMPLIES WITH 
LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS. END QUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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